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Judicial Warrant vs. ICE Administrative Document 

 
• If Law Enforcement, including Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), knock on your 

door, do NOT open the door. First, ask them to slide a judicial warrant under the door. Make sure 
that the address and information on the judicial warrant is correct and that the warrant is being 
presented within the specified time period. 

o A judicial warrant is an official court order signed by a judge or magistrate that 
authorizes a search of private property, seizure, or arrest based on probable cause that a 
crime is being committed or has been committed. 

o A judicial warrant will: 
 Specify the specific address to be searched 
 Specify the time period in which the search must take place 
 Particularly describe the place or person, or both, to be searched and things to be 

seized 
 Be issued by a court and signed by a Judge or magistrate  

 
• Below is an example of a judicial warrant.  
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Source 1 National Immigration Law Center https://twitter.com/NILC/status/1149755946081538049?s=20 
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• If Law Enforcement, including ICE, present to you any document other than a judicial warrant 

that is signed by a judge, you do not have to open the door. This would include instances where 
Law Enforcement or ICE present an ICE administrative document they call “an ICE warrant.”  

o An ICE administrative warrant is a document, issued by a federal agency such as 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) or Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE), purporting to document their authority to arrest a person suspected of violating 
immigration laws. These administrative documents are not signed by a neutral magistrate 
or judge but rather an immigration officer like an ICE agent or immigration judge.   

o An ICE administrative warrant is NOT a judicial warrant. ICE administrative warrants do 
not give ICE officials authority to enter a place where there is a reasonable expectation of 
privacy, without consent. 

o If this happens—state clearly that you do not consent to them entering but do not 
physically resist. If ICE officials have already entered, then ask them to leave and state 
that you do not consent to a search.  
 

• Below is an example of an ICE administrative warrant which DOES NOT authorize agents to 
enter your home.  
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Source 2 Long Island Wins https://longislandwins.com/issues/difference-judicial-warrant-administrative-warrant-used-ice/ 


